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Vocabulary

mere true belief:

general intuition:

specific case intuition:

Thought Experiments
FAKE BARN (TRUE) – Henry is driving through the countryside, which contains many real looking fake barns and a few real barns.  He sees a real barn and comes to believe based on this the following proposition: “That is a barn.” [Goldman]

NORMAL BARN – Henry is driving through the countryside, which is filled with barns.  He sees a barn and comes to believe based on this the following proposition: “That is a barn.”  [paraphrased from Goldman]

POCKET CHANGE - Smith has the justified belief that Jones will get the job that the two of them applied for. He also has the justified belief that Jones has 10 coins in his pocket. Based on these, Smith believes that the man who will get the job has 10 coins in his pocket. Jones does not get the job, but Smith does. It turns out that Smith had 10 coins in his pocket.

POCKET CHANGE 2 - Smith has the justified belief that Jones will get the job that the two of them applied for. He also has the justified belief that Jones has 10 coins in his pocket. Based on these, Smith believes that the man who will get the job has 10 coins in his pocket. Jones gets the job and has 10 coins in his pocket.

FAKE SHEEP - You're in a meadow, and you see a rock which looks to you like a sheep. So you say to yourself "There's a sheep in the meadow." In fact there is a sheep in the meadow (behind the rock, where you can't see it).  [James Pryor's restatement of an example from Chisholm]

FAKE SHEEP 2 - You're in a meadow, and you see a sheep. So you say to yourself "There's a sheep in the meadow."

How Knowledge Does Not Get Its Value
“The conclusion is that true belief arising from cognitive activity cannot be like espresso coming out of an espresso maker.  Not only is the reliability of the machine insufficient to make the coffee in the cup any better; nothing about the machine makes the product any better.” [Zagzebski, p. 15]

“If we care about justifying processes merely because they lead to true beliefs, then why should we value the true beliefs gained from justifying processes over the ones that are not so gained?  If truth is the goal of epistemic inquiry, then why do we care whether someone gets her beliefs via a reliable method or via an unreliable method?  Again, if justification is only important because it gets us to truth, then we do we value justified true beliefs over any other true beliefs?” [Jones, p. 4 – 5]

