Theory of Knowledge

Page 1 of 2
Day 4


Vocabulary

epistemic X versus non-epistemic X

intrinsic versus extrinsic good

naturalism

occurrent versus non-occurrent belief

diachronic versus synchronic

What Is the Epistemic Goal?

T:  Believe P iff P is true.

GRASPABLE T:  Believe P iff (P is true & P is graspable)

IMPORTANT T:  Believe P iff (P is true & P is important)

CONSIDERABLE T:  Believe P iff (P is true & P is considered)

SUBJUNCTIVE CONSIDERABLE T:  If one were to consider P, then (one would believe P iff P is true)

DAVID'S T:  (If I were to believe P, then P would be true) & (if P were true, then I would believe P)

“You may be justified in holding beliefs which, on consideration, you would reject on bad grounds, say, because considering things tends to bring out the raving skeptic in you.  It would then be a bad thing, relative to the subjunctivized goal, for you to hold such beliefs, even though intuitively you are justified in holding them.”  (David, p. 159)

The Reductio Argument

i. If some belief is true, then it is good relative to truth-goal.

ii. If some belief is false, then it is bad relative to truth-goal.

iii. If (i) and (ii), then all and only true beliefs are justified.

