Theory of Knowledge

Page 1 of 1
Day 10


Terms from the reading
Standard Analytic Epistemology (SAE)
considered judgments
excellent reasoning
Aristotelian principle


weak Aristotelian principle


strong Aristotelian principle

Ameliorative psychology
Argument(s) for the weak Aristotelian principle
1. (a) If good reasoning does not lead to better outcomes than bad reasoning (in the long run), then we cannot guide ourselves towards more practically efficacious ways of thinking.

2. (a) As a matter of fact, we can guide ourselves towards more practically efficacious ways of thinking.

3. (a) Thus, good reasoning leads to better outcomes than bad reasoning (in the long run).

1. (b) If good reasoning does not lead to better outcomes than bad reasoning (in the long run), then we cannot guide ourselves towards more practically efficacious ways of thinking.

2. (b) If we cannot guide ourselves towards more practically efficacious ways of thinking, then epistemology has no practical importance.

3. (b) If one cares about epistemology, then one should believe that is of some practical importance.

4. (b) Thus, one should believe good reasoning leads to better outcomes than bad reasoning (in the long run).

Their argument for premise 1(a) & 1(b)

I. If good reasoning does not lead to better outcomes than bad reasoning (in the long run), then we will want to use bad reasoning to guide our thinking.

II. If we want to use bad reasoning to guide our thinking, we must determine which form of reasoning is bad.

III. If we must determine which form of reasoning is bad, then we must use some form of reasoning.

IV. II plus III lead to infinite regress.

The argument against justification
a. Either good reasoning always produces justified beliefs, or sometimes it does not.

b. If good reasoning sometimes produces beliefs which are unjustified, then we should not care about justification (and so should not try to figure out what it is).

c. If good reasoning always produces justified beliefs, then we need not try to figure out what justification is.

d. We should not try to figure out what justification is.

Argument against the practicality of SAE
[using weak Aristotelian principle]

i. If we use SAE, then we learn about the currently held beliefs of ordinary people (philosophers) about what counts as good reasoning.

ii. If we learn about the currently held beliefs of ordinary people (philosophers) about what counts as good reasoning, we are learning reasoning methods which do not generate good outcomes.

iii. If we learn reasoning methods which do not generate good outcomes, then we are not learning good reasoning methods.

iv. If we use SAE, then we are not learning good reasoning methods.

Argument that SAE is bad reasoning
i. SAE has not generated good outcomes (such as an agreed upon theory of  knowledge or justification).

ii. By the Aristotelian principle, SAE is thus a form of bad reasoning.

